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THE ART OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Environmental Health is an Art as well as a Science

“Environmental health and protection is the art and science of

protecting against environmental factors that may adversely impact
human health or the ecological balances essential to long-term

human health and environmental quality. Such factors include, but
are not limited to: air, food and water contaminants; radiation; toxic

chemicals; disease vectors; safety hazards; and habitat alterations.”




THE ART OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Environmental Health is an Art as well as a Science

The art of environmental health and protection includes those
measures necessary to apply the science of environmental health,

including, but not limited to:




RELATIONSHIPS

Ability to cause change is based on relationships

Relationships with numerous mentors, associates, political leaders,
media representatives and protéges is essential.

Associate with people who have Vision
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PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE LEADERSHIP

Preponderance of environmental health and protection
practitioners are increasingly practitioners other than environmental
health and protection professionals
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THE WORKFORCE:

WE HAVE MET THE ENEMY AND HE IS US

“It is no longer a question of whether our environment will be
managed, but rather how and by whom. The by whom is at least as
Important as the how, since the priorities and methodologies of the
how are largely determined by the nature and quality of the
environmental health workforce.”




Recognition

Environmental health and protection services are dependent on
public and political support, and practitioners must consistently
communicate with the public, media and political leaders to ensure
understanding and support.




Recognition

Environmental health is of profound interest to the public. Blaming
the media is often a feeble excuse, but other factors may be
Involved in a paucity of visibility. These include:




PROFESSIONALISM

This multi-disciplinary and multi-professional nature of the
environmental health and protection workforce is a distinct strength
and should be emphasized.




EMBRACING ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH AND PROTECTION

Environmental health and protection practitioners should embrace
the comprehensive field of practice.
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~ ADVOCACY AND THE ART OF POLITICS




LEADING CHANGE, OR BEING LEFT BEHIND
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Environmental health professionals can lead, rather than abdicating
responsibility for untended issues for others to claim.




BENEFITS OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

In the sanitation era, disease prevention was considered the primary
benefit. Now, the benefits of environmental health and protection
not only include reduced disease and disability, but also:




AN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH VISION

A Vision Produced By Imagination...

We Should Envision Communities in which:
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